Rationale for the Revised English Major Learning Objectives
During the process of converting the course structure to semesters, the Department of English took the opportunity to rethink the major requirements in the light of the current state of English studies.  
First, the objective was to create a major that would have a central core but that could be adapted to allow students to choose a focus on specific areas of study in the Department and that would help students develop the skills and methods necessary for success in those areas. 
Second, we wanted to retain a foundation in literary history while acknowledging the changing role of English as a world language.  In the new major, we will expect English majors to have a basic knowledge of the historical sequence of literature in English. Typically, students have less sense of the development of literature in earlier centuries, and so requiring them to take the chronologically earlier surveys will give them at least some exposure to literary history. Some understanding of the literary tradition should also help them make more informed choices about which concentration best suits their interests and which courses to take at the upper level.  Ideally, students should take all four surveys, but since some students will need space in their programs for lower-level classes relevant to their chosen concentration, they will only be required to take one of the two later surveys.

At the same time, we hope all students will recognize the multiple sub-fields of English studies.  All students are therefore required to take a course at the 3000 level or above outside their area of concentration.

Finally, we have introduced the requirement of a diversity course.  We believe that introducing our majors to the diversity of English studies is an important part of developing their critical consciousness.  English is a world language, and Anglophone culture takes many forms. The diversity requirement seeks to ensure that students are aware that English studies today are not dominated by the concept of a single culture but can represent the diversity of culture, class, gender and sexuality, race, and dis/ ability.
The result is that one additional course has been added to the major requirement, resulting in a total of 13 required courses.  All students will be able to use one appropriate course from outside English towards the 13 courses with permission from an English advisor.
The Concentrations

Our English department is truly comprehensive. Areas of study include composition, rhetoric, digital media, professional writing, creative writing, literacy studies, literature, language, linguistics, critical theory, film, and folklore. 

We grouped the areas of study into four concentrations that both make use of our faculty strengths and that represent different methodological approaches to English studies.  Thus “literature” focuses on the analysis of texts broadly construed and includes not only the study of literary works but also critical theory, film studies, and popular culture; “Writing, Rhetoric, and Literacy” (WRL) focuses on writing methods and practice and includes composition, rhetoric, literacy studies, language, and digital media studies; “Creative Writing” self-evidently centers on creative composition in fiction, poetry, and creative non-fiction; and “Folklore” focuses on the interpretation of culture, including ethnography and sociolinguistics.

 Each concentration is anchored by a “Methods” course. The objective of the “Methods” course is to ensure that students have the appropriate reading, writing, editing, and research skills for upper-level courses in their area of concentration.  The Methods course will include focus on the creation of a revised piece of work using methodology appropriate to the concentration that might start the student’s progress towards a thesis or portfolio project.

Advising
The Department of English operates under the one-advisor model as implemented across the College of Arts & Sciences. Our majors have regular contact with the English undergraduate advising team who assist these students to develop coherent programs of study that meet their major, general education, and university degree requirements and that support their longer term academic and professional goals. During Orientation, our English advising team will urge students who declare the English major prior to enrolling at the university to take at least two of the three historical surveys during their first year and to complete the third historical survey and their chosen methods course no later than the end of their second year. In addition, these incoming first-year English majors will be enrolled in a special section of the fall ASC 1100 survey course taught by members of the English undergraduate advising team. As part of this course, our advisors will provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the revised major and the available concentrations, all of which will be available as sub-plans in the SIS system. 
Students who wish to declare an English major after enrolling at the university will be required to meet one-on-one or in small groups with members of the English advising team. These meetings will focus on the structure of the major and the concentrations available and how these concentrations are designed to support and further students’ academic and professional goals. Advisors will also engage students in drafting plans for completing the major in a timeframe that meets the students’ needs. Students who are undecided on their concentration but who want to move forward with declaring the English major will be encouraged to complete, as soon as possible, the three historical surveys and a methods course of interest to them. These students will be required to meet with their advisor, at a later date, for further discussion and to decide on their concentration. Once students have decided on a concentration, this sub-plan will be added to their English major plan in the SIS system. 

A meeting with a member of the English undergraduate advising team is the only requirement for students who want to add or switch to the literature; writing, rhetoric, and literacy; or folklore concentration. Once the meeting is complete, the advisor will update the sub-plan associated with the English major plan in the SIS system. Students who wish to add the creative writing concentration must first complete a 3000- or 4000-level course in creative writing and submit a sample of their creative work to the Director of the Creative Writing program for review. The Director will determine whether the student may be admitted to the creative writing concentration and communicate this decision to the student and the student’s advisor. Students interested in the creative writing concentration will be encouraged by the undergraduate advising team to take a 2000-level creative writing class during their first or second year so that they can progress to the 3000- and/or 4000-level creative writing classes during their second or third year. These students will also be encouraged to complete the three historical surveys and the creative writing methods course by the end of their second year. Advisors will work closely with students who are denied admission to the creative writing concentration to ensure that their completed creative writing coursework can be applied to another concentration within the major.     
Learning Outcomes
As outlined in the Department’s Interim Assessment Report, we will measure our learning outcomes in several ways, including comparison with benchmark institutions; meetings with focus groups of students; exit surveys for graduating seniors; and assessments of Honors theses and samples of anonymous student work against a grading rubric.
Revised English Major: Outline of Course Structure
PART I: REQUIRED OF ALL MAJORS

(1) Historical Survey

All students are required to take 

(a) BOTH 2201, selected works of British literature from its beginnings to 1800; AND 2290, selected works of Colonial and U.S. literature from its beginnings to 1865.

(b) EITHER 2202, selected works of British literature from 1800 to the present; OR 2291, selected works of U.S. literature from 1865 to the present.
(2) Upper-level diversity course.  All English majors must take at least one course from the approved list of courses that represent the diversity of English studies.  Courses fulfilling the diversity requirement are: 
4577.01, Folklore I: Groups and Communities; 4580, Special Topics in LGBTQ Literatures and Cultures; 4581, Special Topics in U.S. Ethnic Literatures; 4582, Special Topics in African-American Literature; 4586, Studies in American Indian Literature and Culture; 4587, Studies in Asian American Literature and Culture; English 4588, Studies in Latino/a Literature and Culture; 4589, Studying the Margins: Power, Language, and Culture (new, syllabus submitted via curriculum.osu.edu); 4592, Special Topics in Women in Literature and Culture; 4597.01, The Disability Experience in the Contemporary World. 
NOTE: On regional campuses, instructors may seek approval from their campus coordinator for other appropriate courses to be designated as fulfilling the diversity requirement.
(3) Elective at the 3000 level or above from an area outside the concentration.  Creative Writing specifies that the elective must be in literature.  

(4) Two additional electives, one at the 2000-level or higher and one at the 3000-level or higher.
PART II: CONCENTRATIONS

(1) Literature  
The literature concentration emphasizes historical periods, literary genres, and related fields.  Students are expected to learn how to analyze a text, how to enter into the scholarly discussion of a work in writing, and how to express their own critical ideas.  The “Literature” category includes not only literature but also critical theory, film, and popular culture.  
(a) Methods Course (2298, new, syllabus submitted via curriculum.osu.edu)
This course introduces students to literary studies in such a way as to prepare them for advanced literature courses by developing reading and writing skills specific to the study of literature.  Sections may be taught with a variety of approaches and texts, but all emphasize instruction and practice in writing the kind of papers expected in upper-level courses, and  introduce students to major literary genres and the methods essential to their study, including research, composition, and revision.  
b) Course in pre-1800 literature at the 3000 level or higher

4513 Introduction to Medieval Literature, 4514 Middle English Literature, 4515 Chaucer, 4520.01 Shakespeare, 4520.02 Special Topics in Shakespeare, 4521 Renaissance Drama, 4522 Renaissance Poetry, 4523 Special Topics in Renaissance Literature and Culture, 4531 Restoration and 18th Century Literature, 4533 Early British Novel: Origins to 1830, 4535 Special Topics in Restoration and 18th Century Literature and Culture, 4550 Special Topics in Colonial and Early National Literature of the U.S., 4564.01 Major Author in Medieval and Renaissance British Literature, 4590.01H Honors Seminar Middle Ages, 4590.02H Honors Seminar Renaissance, 4590.03H Honors Seminar The Long Eighteenth Century, 5710 Introduction to Old English Language and Literature, 5720 Graduate Studies in Shakespeare, 5721 Graduate Studies in Renaissance Drama, 5722 Graduate Studies in Poetry, 5723 Graduate Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture.  With consent of an English Advisor: 4400 Literary Locations, 4560 Special Topics in Poetry, 4564.02 Major Author in 18th- and 19th-Century British Literature, 4575/4575E Special Topics in Literary Forms and Themes, 4592 Special Topics in Women and Literature, 4595 Special Topics in Literature and Law, 4590.09H Honors Seminar in Selected Topics in Literature and Literary Interpretation

c) Course in pre-1900 literature at the 3000 level or higher: any course under group b plus these courses:
4540 19th-Century British Poetry, 4542 19th-century British Novel, 4551/4551E Special Topics in 19th-Century U.S. Literature, 4552 Special Topics in American Poetry Through 1915, 4564.03 Major Author in American Literature to 1900, 4590.04H Honors Seminar Romanticism.  With consent of an English Advisor: 4400 Literary Locations, 4560 Special Topics in Poetry, 4564.02 Major Author in 18th- and 19th-Century British Literature, 4575/4575E Special Topics in Literary Forms and Themes, 4592 Special Topics in Women and Literature, 4595 Special Topics in Literature and Law, 4590.09H Honors Seminar in Selected Topics in Literature and Literary Interpretation

d) Three more courses in literature (including film, critical theory, and popular culture); one course may be from outside the English Department with permission of an English advisor.

(2) Writing, Rhetoric, and Literacy
Together, these fields study the ways people use language and other symbol systems to convey messages, persuade audiences, and create meaning. WRL is also concerned with how these practices are learned and taught.
(a) Methods Course, English 2279, Introduction to Writing, Rhetoric, and Literacy (new, syllabus submitted via curriculum.osu.edu).
NOTE: Because some students may decide to pursue this concentration part way through their major, other Methods courses are also acceptable.

This course is designed to introduce students to the key concepts and lines of inquiry of the Writing, Rhetoric, Literacy concentration. It should appeal to students from a variety of constituencies, including linguistics, communication, education and, most obviously, students majoring in English and undertaking a concentration in WRL; we also anticipate that non-concentration majors might take this as a lower-level elective.  Although one important function of this course is introducing students to the scholarly methods of WRL, equally important is familiarizing students with key concepts that underlie work in the field. First of all is the idea that communication is always contextual. It follows, then, that we gain a more complete understanding of a communicative act when we deliberately study that context.  Secondly, symbols/words are not transparent; they do not carry only denotative meanings, but are also shaped by various historical and cultural influences on language use. Finally, this course maintains that reading and writing can be studied and practiced.

(b)  A 3000-level or higher course from concentration’s list of approved courses in Writing and Writing Studies:

3304 Business and Professional Writing, 3305 Technical Writing, 3405 Special Topics in Professional Communication, 3467S Issues and Methods in Tutoring Writing, 4567S Rhetoric and Community Service, 4569 Digital Media and English Studies, New Course under development by Roger Cherry – variable topics to include rhetoric of legal writing. 
c) A 3000-level or higher course from concentration’s list of approved courses in Rhetorical Studies:
4573.01 Rhetorical Theory and Criticism, 4573.02 Rhetoric and Social Action, 4574 History and Theories of Writing, 4591.02H Special Topics in the Study of Rhetoric
d)  A 3000-level or higher course from concentration’s list of approved courses in Literacy and Language Studies: 
4571 Studies in English Language, 4572 Traditional Grammar and Usage, 4584 Special Topics in Literacy Studies, 4585 History of Literacy (Forthcoming:  6750 Introduction to Graduate Study in Literacy to become English 5750)
e) 1   additional 3000-level or higher courses from concentration’s list of approved courses.
f) Digital Media Requirement:  Students must take at least one digital media class Typically, students will meet this requirement by taking English 2269 or English 4569.  An English advisor or the Director of Digital Media Studies can approve courses at the 2000-level or higher (excluding English 2367) taught with a focus on digital media production.  
(3) Creative Writing
The Creative Writing concentration is constructed to ensure that students have an understanding of literary history and some fundamental grounding in the skills and methods of Creative Writing. Students are encouraged to develop as professional writers.  This concentration requires more coursework at the lower level to establish these foundations; 4000 level courses require permission of instructor. Students must take at least one course outside of their genre of specialization.
(a) Methods Course.  Students following the Creative Writing concentration will take the same Methods course (English 2298) as those in literature.  This is partly because students may not yet have decided to pursue Creative Writing, and partly because writers need to understand how to read and appreciate exemplary works of literature.

b) An introductory-level writing workshop in the student’s chosen genre of specialization (2265, Fiction; 2266, Poetry; 2267 Introduction to Creative Writing; 2268, Creative Non-fiction) to establish the fundamental skills needed for creative writing in that area.
c) A workshop at the 2000- or 3000-level that does not overlap with the course taken to fulfill (b) above, or: 3662 (Literary publishing, new course, submitted via curriculum.osu.edu) or 4591.01H, Special Topics in Creative Writing.
d) Two courses in in Creative Writing emphasis at the 3000 or 4000 level (workshops are repeatable)

e) Two courses in the Creative Writing emphasis at the 4000 level (workshops are repeatable)
(4)  Folklore
Students should learn the skills and methods appropriate to the study of Folklore.  Focus will be on the interpretation of culture as students learn how to “read” a wide variety of cultural messages and performances on their own terms.  They will learn the history of the concept of culture and related terms and to understand diversity and identity through studying how communities in the US and internationally develop distinctive forms of expression.  Training will include methods of field observation, ethnography, and how to describe it in writing; and interviewing and rigorous listening.
a) Methods course: English 2270 or 2270H Introduction to Folklore

This is the required entry course and prerequisite for the other courses. It includes introductory fieldwork exercises in addition to a survey of the field. Because it also serves as a GE Cultures and Identities course, Folklore concentrators are encouraged to take the honors version for a smaller-group, more intensive experience. 
NOTE: English 2367.05 is the recommended second writing course for Folklore concentrators. 

b)  Sociolinguistics requirement: English 4571 Studies in the English Language or advisor-approved substitution

A foundation in the microanalysis of communication is required for rigorous work in folklore studies. This requirement offers further practical experience in the “close reading” of social interaction, and gives students the tools to substantiate their impressions of style and difference, describe genres and performances, etc. 

c) Romanticism requirement:   English 4590.04H (Romanticism) or approved substitution 

Folklore students need to understand the historical context in which their key concepts and textual practices emerged, as well as the ideological debates and social imaginaries that still shape the concerns of the field. Ideas of community, tradition, voice, the popular, nature, nation, and authenticity are still powerful and still perilous in public debates today. Folklore students need to know the lineage of the frameworks into which modernity has channeled vernacular expression. 
(NOTE: Given staffing shortages, 4590.04H is offered only in alternate years at present. Until this situation is rectified, we will encourage Honors students with scheduling problems to petition the grad school for permission to take 6746; for other students we will allow another 4000-level course in 18th and 19th century literature (British or American) to be substituted.) 
11. Elective I:  Folklore course in English: 

English 4577.01 Folklore I. Groups and Communities, 4577.02 Folklore II. Genres: Form, Meaning, and Use, 4577.03 Folklore III, Issues and Methods, 4597.02 American Regional Cultures in Transition
12. Elective II:  Folklore course in English or another department, OR any folklore course from any department above the 2000-level. The list of approved course offerings for any given semester is found at <http://cfs.osu.edu/courses>
13. Elective III:  Folklore course in English: undergraduate or (with petition to the graduate school for qualified honors students) lower-level graduate course:
English 4577.01 Folklore I, Groups and Communities, 4577.02 Folklore II, Genres: Form, Meaning, and Use, 4577.03 Folklore II,. Issues and Methods, 4597.02 American Regional Cultures in Transition; OR English 6750.01 Grad Intro to Folklore: The Philology of the Vernacular or 6750.02 Grad Intro to Folklore: Fieldwork and the Ethnography of Communication
Note on Pre-Education English Majors and Candidates for Distinction in English

All English majors are now required to take the introductory survey courses providing historical grounding in literature.  These were formerly optional for Honors students, but instructors found that Honors students tended to have less awareness of the literary and historical context provided to other English majors in the historical surveys, especially since Honors seminars are often taught as special topics courses, not as introductions to literary periods.  Honors students are nevertheless encouraged to take the Honors versions of the surveys where available, which are taught as seminars.  Honors students can choose any of the concentrations; as before, Honors students pursuing Distinction in English are required to take a minimum of three Honors seminars, and research towards a thesis in addition to the major requirements. Pre-Education majors should follow the “literature” concentration, being sure to take courses to fulfill state requirements for Pre-Education as listed on the advising sheet.

The addition of a 13th course will provide the opportunity for an elective for Honors students and Pre-Education English majors; part of the reason for raising the number of courses to 13 is to allow students more flexibility to take courses that match their interests and goals.  For Pre-Education majors we recommend taking a 4000-level course in pre-1900 literature, but this is now a recommendation, not a requirement as before.  For graduation with distinction students may use any course as an elective but since students planning on an Honors contract need to take a challenging program we would encourage them to take a 4000 level course or an Honors seminar.

English will no longer administer sub plans for honors majors, pre-education majors, or pre-education honors majors.  Rather, sub plans will be administered based on concentrations as outlined on the attached advising sheet.   
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